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        (Stratford Park October 2018 ‘An important and valued Green Space’ Photo: Mike McCrea) 
 
 
Hi All, 
 
On a clear, sunny morning in October, the above picture is self explanatory. With a period of 
warm weather this month, buzzards (above left) have been soaring over the park on rising 
thermals and Tawny owls have been ‘hooting’ in the woodland at night, two birds of prey that 
exist in a presently healthy ecosystem in Stratford Park. We have had a busy month in the park, 
working on new projects, the Sensory Garden and preparing beds for winter planting. The team 
are all working together well and we have been joined by another volunteer (Phil), an 18 year 
old lad who loves working with us in the park. As we move into autumn, the park takes on a 
different complexion displaying a dazzling array of colour. Autumn really is a lovely time of year 
here, and a poignant reminder of how important it is as a green space for the community.   
 
Mike 



                              News from the Supervisor’s Trap 

                              
                                Recycling Cedar 
 
Four years ago the park lost one of its huge Cedar of Lebanon trees. A series of severe storms 
brought down many mature trees leaving a trail of devastation. One of the cedars was showing 
a noticeable slant and its roots had lifted, raising the adjacent tarmac path. It appeared that 
although the tree looked healthy, any further movement would possibly send it crashing down 
and into the lake. SDC carried out a survey of the tree and it was decided for Health and Safety 
reasons to fell it, a huge undertaking for the council’s tree contractors. These operations 
generated a huge amount of timber, much of which was chipped. However, sections of the main 
trunk and larger branches were cut and planked on site for future use.  
The cedar planks were stored in our service yard under cover to season. With new projects 
being done in the park, we have been creating raised planters, and this month, making three 
benches by the tennis courts. The hedges and shrubs here were looking unkempt and 
overgrown so we decided to transform this area and create new sitting areas. We have also 
added some trellis behind the new benches with the intention of growing some clematis. When 
these get established they will form a beautiful canopy of flowers. We are planting daffodil bulbs 
to each side of the benches and some new shrubs behind. I have been assisted with this work 
by a Stroud Valleys Project volunteer (Rob) and another young volunteer (Phil) who have both 
enjoyed working with me on the task. The original idea was suggested by SDC’s Rob Griffiths 
who is now overseeing the management of the park and is yet another example of how SDC is 
working with us to make new changes in the park. One of the new benches made from Cedar of 
Lebanon (below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                               2019 Year of the Fly 
 
 
Those of you who know me for my primary love of Lepidoptera and birds will be interested to 
know that I have another interest, and one which is quite unusual within the natural world – 
‘flies’. I have been a member of the above forum for 8 years now and continue to be fascinated 
by the diversity and biology of these insects. Yes, I do take exception to those pesky little 
blighters that invade the kitchen every summer, but even they have a fascinating biology. Most 
people reading this will have a preconception about flies as pests, as annoying little insects that 
are associated with muck and decaying matter well, many are, but they play an important part in 
the ecosystem either as pollinators or processors of animal and organic matter. During my time 
being interested in flies, I have even invested in a ‘pooter’ a cylindrical clear tube with a small 
hose in one end and a bung in the other. It is a tool for sucking up small flies. I admit to only 
using one in the field a few times, but the look you get from people when using it is worth its 
use. Studying flies is an ‘infinite’ subject. There are over 7000 fly species in the UK, but they are 
often overlooked and understudied. Most people will be associated with the more colourful 
species such as hoverflies, but some of the families are minute in size, and the larger 
Tabanidae (horse flies) can be up to 45mm in size.  
With a wealth of habitats within Stratford Park it provides opportunities to observe many 
species, and I have recorded over 30 species of hoverflies and many other interesting flies such 
as robber flies and alder flies. I only wish that I had more time to study this family of insects. 
Most evenings, mainly during winter, I will absorb myself in piles of journals to learn as much as 
I can about the different families, and that’s why I joined the Dipterists Forum. I am still learning 
but have become proficient with many of the groups and families. 2019 has been designated as 
international ‘Year of the Fly’. The year is intended as a celebration of flies and their role in 
nature and human society. During the year the intention is to educate the general public about 
the diversity, significance and beauty of flies and how they affect our lives. ‘Year of the Fly’ will 
also be an opportunity for fly specialists to showcase their research work and new discoveries in 
the field and make these more widely known. Through an interactive website, social media 
networking, public lectures and temporary museum displays, the fascinating world of flies will be 
revealed to a wider audience and encourage interest in the group. Unlike butterflies and moths, 
flies have not received the recognition they deserve, but, like their other invertebrate 
neighbours, they are equally fascinating and engrossing. I am hoping to be confident enough 
next summer to introduce some fly events in the park through the Museum in the Park, perhaps 
starting with hoverflies and to run alongside the present butterfly and moth walks and events. 
The Dipterists Forum, which is affiliated to the British Entomological & Natural History Society, is 
worth checking out if only as a site to help identify any interesting flies you may encounter. Go 
to www.dipteristsforum.org for further information. 
  
 
 
 

http://www.dipteristsforum.org/


             Butterflies in Stratford Park during 2018 
 
 
2018 will be remembered for its two weather extremes from the ‘Beast from the east’ in 
February to the heat wave throughout the summer which even eclipsed the hot weather of 1976. 
These extremes of temperature have no doubt affected the emergence periods of our butterflies 
and had severe consequences for their caterpillars. I have read that many species have been 
affected throughout Gloucestershire, and in particular the small tortoiseshell, which although 
was present in my own garden, was very scarce in the park, which is a first. Having said this 
and despite reports of dwindling butterflies throughout the county, the park’s butterflies did 
surprisingly well this year especially on the wildflower bank and throughout the green corridors. 
Extending these green corridors, has helped all of the ‘browns,’ and encouraged the marbled 
white to gain a foothold. The following is a month by month summary on what butterflies did well 
in Stratford Park and those that did not do so well this year. 
 
APRIL Despite the cold weather during the previous month, the first generation of Holly blues 
was flying during the third week of April and showing in good numbers in the arboretum. 
Speckled wood was also in the woodland during the latter part of the month but not in the same 
numbers as previous years. Orange tips emerged earlier this year and were flying along the 
woodland edge in good numbers from the middle of April. Eggs were located on both garlic 
mustard and cuckoo flower.  
 
MAY By May more speckled woods were flying in the woodland and Holly blues continued in 
the arboretum. Orange tips were quite abundant, even on the wildflower bank. Green-veined 
white was flying throughout the park and especially in the Sensory Garden where pollinator 
friendly flowers have been planted. Some Small whites were also emerging. Common blues 
emerged this month, the first of these seen on the wildflower bank.  
 
JUNE With the heat wave arriving this month and more prolonged periods of sunshine, 
butterflies suddenly exploded in numbers. Both large and small skippers were abundant on the 
wildflower bank. Speckled wood was flying in good numbers throughout the woodland and far 
beech wood. Despite some good searches, no larval webs of small tortoiseshell, red admiral 
and peacock were found on stinging nettles, again, another first here, but throughout the mowed 
paths in the green corridors, commas were showing in good numbers. All three of the ‘whites 
were visiting the Sensory Garden to feast on verbena. Towards the end of June most of the 
‘browns’ were on the wing, meadow brown, ringlet and gatekeeper but numbers of these 
species significantly increased during July. Holly blues were still in the arboretum and a single 
small copper was seen on 25th June, the hottest day of the year. The second half of June was 
extremely hot but this did not deter butterfly activity throughout the park. Also this month the first 
scarlet tigers started emerging on the wildflower bank. June also saw an explosion of cinnabar 
moths with hundreds of caterpillars seen feeding on groundsel in every part of the park. 
 
 



JULY With the heat wave continuing throughout July the wildflower bank became alive with 
Meadow browns, Ringlets, Gatekeepers and also small numbers of marbled whites. With the 
exception of the marbled white, these species were abundant throughout the extended green 
corridors to the north of the park. Common blues were also showing in good numbers this 
month and a second generation of holly blue was common in the arboretum. Small 
tortoiseshells were not as common this year and only a few were on the wildflower bank in July. 
Speckled wood continued flying in the woodland and commas were seen singly feeding on 
blackberry blossom along the woodland edge. The summer generation of Green-veined white 
was feeding on verbena in the Sensory Garden most days and one white-letter hairstreak was 
seen in the lower woodland edge by salmon springs on 12th July. 
 
AUGUST The month remained hot, but butterfly numbers was still high. However, none of the 
larger Nymphalids such as Red admiral and Peacock was present and Small tortoiseshells were 
noticeably scarce. Whether the hot weather or the parasitic fly Sturmia bella which predates its 
caterpillars has caused this species’ absence is unknown, but numbers can fluctuate from year 
to year for these reasons. All of the browns continued flying in good numbers on the wildflower 
bank and throughout the green corridors. Brimstone was seen occasionally in the arboretum. 
In the Sensory Garden cone flowers and verbena was attracting common blues, a single small 
copper on 15th August and a few peacocks, but these were much less common than previous 
years. 
 
SEPTEMBER Most of the fore mentioned species were coming to the end of their flight periods 
this month and the normal nymphalids which are on the wing in late summer were 
conspicuously absent throughout the park with just a few small tortoiseshells in the orangery 
and Sensory Garden. Holly blue was still flying below the museum and commas were still in the 
green corridors. A single red admiral was in the service yard on 22nd September. 
 
It appears obvious that the combination of a cold spring and hot summer has had a major 
impact on butterflies, not just in the park but elsewhere in the UK. The only butterflies which 
seem to have benefitted is the grass feeding species, as the poa grass their caterpillars feed on 
is drought tolerant. The long grass within their habitat also provides protection to newly emerged 
caterpillars during cold weather. Red admiral is a migrant species and the extremely hot 
weather in southern Europe this year has probably reduced the number flying over the channel. 
Another migrant species painted lady, has also been completely absent in the park this summer. 
Although common blues were seen over several months, these too have been lower in numbers 
than previous years. The general conclusion therefore for butterflies in Stratford Park during 
2018 is a noticeable drop in numbers for all species other than the ‘browns’, holly blue and 
orange tip. We have helped butterflies in the park through developing and increasing green 
corridors, and in one case, have established another species (marbled white) which was 
previously been absent from Stratford Park. Loss of habitat would have a severe impact on the 
park’s butterflies and the future of certain areas of the park hang on a tenuous thread. I feel that 
in 2019 we need to focus on improving the habitat for the scarcer butterflies such as white-letter 
hairstreak. 
 



                        Amphitheatre completed 
 
This month saw us complete the second stage of the amphitheatre in the Sensory Garden. 
200 square metres of turf was used to grass the banks and around 100 tonnes of sub-soil and 
topsoil was used to create the mound. Most of this material was salvaged from when we 
excavated the network of paths which run through the garden and 32 tonnes of topsoil was 
imported for the finishing work. Once again we were assisted by Stroud Valleys Project 
volunteers. The amphitheatre has now been fenced off and will be allowed to settle over the 
winter until next spring, we will then build the seating tiers on the front of the structure with 
timber recycled from the park. The long term objective for the amphitheatre is to provide a 
performance space and an area for demonstrations and events. Work in the Sensory Garden 
will cease at the end of October and resume in the New Year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     
                                     (The recently grassed amphitheatre in the Sensory Garden) 
 
 
 

       Blair’s shoulder-knot established in the arboretum 
 
I have not had much time to run the park moth trap this autumn, but on the occasions when I 
visit the park at night, either to do paperwork in the office or check out the tawny owls, I have 
noticed one interesting moth species at lights which has become firmly established in the park. 



Blair’s shoulder-knot Lithophane leutieri is a recent colonist to the UK being first discovered on 
the Isle of Wight in 1951, the species has spread rapidly northwards and is now found fairly 
commonly throughout much of England. The larvae feed on Cypress and Leyland cypress, both 
of which we have in the park. The moth appears to be well established in the park with good 
numbers turning up at light most years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     
                                                                        (Blair’s shoulder-knot) 
                               
 

AUTUMN COLOUR IN STRATFORD PARK 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                            Storm Callum claims another park oak 
 
The fierce storm which swept across the country on 13th October left its mark on the park 
leaving a trail of devastation. Yet another of the mature oaks was hit causing a huge branch to 
fall. Several days later after things had subsided, I captured this great image early in the 
morning as the sun was coming up, illuminating the outline of the tree; perhaps an entry for next 
year’s company photography competition? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Wildlife to see now in Stratford Park 

 
BIRDS:  Fieldfares have arrived this month along with redwings they can be seen along the 
green corridors and in trees along the woodland edge by the model railway. Nuthatches remain 
active in the arboretum. The common sandpiper on the lake has shown on a few occasions this 
month and a dipper was seen on the stream on 21st October. Goldcrest and coal tits have been 
seen in the cedar of Lebanon below the museum and treecreeper has been in the conifers by 



the ornamental bridge. Common buzzard is regular over the park, especially on clear days. A 
peregrine was passing over the park on 19th October and several sparrowhawk ‘kills’ have been 
found in the woodland. 

 

BUTTERFLIES:  The season is almost over for butterflies but some commas can still be seen 
on sunny days feeding on ivy blossom. 

 

CONTACT:  Mike McCrea Tel: 07833091294 E-Mail: mike.mccrea@idverde.co.uk 
Michaelmccrea2@outlook.com  

 

USEFUL LINKS:  www.stroudnature.co.uk www.museuminthepark.org.uk www.birdhols.com 
www.stroudvalleysproject.co.uk www.butterflyconservation.co.uk www.thebto.org 
www.theaes.org www.cathhodsmanwildlifeartist.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

                                                                       (Autumn in Stratford Park)  
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